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Dates to Remember:
AUGUST 3
Sounds of Music | Concert 2
AUGUST 10
Attic Sale
Arts & Crafts Fair
Opera in the Park
AUGUST 24
Picnic in the Park

Visit historicbostonedison.org
for additional event details!

Meet Boston-Edison’s New Project Coordinator
We are happy to welcome Melvin L. Henley as the Project Coordinator for the Historic
Boston-Edison Association. His primary responsibilities will be to help plan, coordinate,
implement and finalize projects under the direction of the HBEA Board of Directors and
Executive Committee in support of its mission. Projects will be of various natures,
complexities, and durations.
Melvin graduated from Queen Margaret University, Edinburgh, UK in July 2012 with a M.A.
in Arts and Cultural Management. He received his undergraduate degree from Drake
University in Des Moines, Iowa, in May 2010 and a Bachelors in Journalism (Major: Public
Relations). He studied at the Zhe Jiang University in Hangzhou, China and Flinders
University in Adelaide, Australia. He speaks Chinese and Spanish.
Melvin is a Lean Six Sigma Green Belt. He was a Detroit Revitalization Fellow and serves as a
reviewer for the National Endowment for the Arts in Washington, D.C. Currently he also
serves on the Board of the N’Namdi Center for Contemporary Art.
We look forward to Melvin helping the neighborhood achieve its goals and fulfill its mission.

Attic Sale, Arts & Crafts Fair, and Opera in the Park
The annual Attic Sale returns on Saturday, August 10th from 9am 5pm. Also, the Arts & Crafts Fair will be held once again in Voigt
Park on Aug. 10th from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Neighbors will be featured
among the participating vendors, as well as other local artisans.
New this year will be two operatic performances throughout the
day. Artists from Michigan Opera Theatre will present a Summer
Serenade featuring operatic hits and music from Broadway and the
Silver Screen in Voigt Park at noon and 1:30pm.
Registration details for the Attic Sale and Arts & Crafts Fair are
available at www.historicbostonedison.org.

The Music of the Boston-Edison Family
“Spring adds new life and new beauty to all that is.” — Jessica Harrelson
"Spring's greatest joy beyond a doubt is when it brings the children out."— Edgar Guest
By the time you read this, we will be enjoying the freshness of the summer season. A time
when we see each other more because the sunshine and warm weather brings us out to our
porches and yards. We are walking, riding bikes, gardening and creating more opportunities
to see one another outside and in the sunshine.

Dianne Bostic Robinson
HBEA President

Mission Statement
The mission of the Historic
Boston-Edison Association is
to protect the historic
character and values of our
homes by:
• Offering programs that
support safety and
community beautification;
• Hosting events that
encourage a greater
community bond among
neighbors; and,
• Promoting culture and
civic engagement for
residents that live within
the District and beyond.

Thank you to all who came out for the Boston-Edison Annual Meeting. We had a record
crowd and many new faces at the meeting. Dinner was great, and the room was beautifully
set, due to Deniera Davis, Sandra Hall, and Debbie Griffith. The accomplishments of the past
year were celebrated, and we saw a glimpse of things to come. Many thanks to the
Boston-Edison Board of Directors, Michael Mowers, Patricia Pickett, Deniera Davis,
Raymond Landsberg, Erik Hill, Steve St. Germain, Pierre Haden, and Felecia Pryor, and the
great committee members who made great things happen last year. We celebrated Marilyn
Mitchell, our long-serving executive secretary, who retired in 2018. Board members Patricia
Pickett, Erik Hill, Deniera Davis, and Steve St. Germain were elected to full terms to help
guide the Association.
We also look forward to the “new life and beauty” of the things yet to come due to the 14
neighbors who volunteered that evening to work on committees and/or events. Their energy
will help do the work of the Association in so many ways. To all of them, thank you for
stepping up and offering your time to help your neighborhood. If others are interested in
joining us and offering your talents and skills, in any capacity, please let any member of the
Board know. As many of you know, my usual “ask” means just give me an hour, if that is all
your life can give us at that time.
Trust me, your life can be transformed as you work with neighbors to accomplish a common
goal that benefits where you live. It will enhance your enjoyment of seeing spring and now
summer unfolding in Boston-Edison. Seeing the children on their bikes or running up and
down the block is a wonderful part of the season.
I ask that our neighbors continue to be very careful as they drive through the streets of
Boston-Edison, and to remember the safety of our children and others.
So, as we all enjoy the new life this season brings, look to greet a new neighbor and/or a
neighbor you don’t know well, and enjoy that newness together.

Vision Statement

Your Servant Leader,

Our vision for the
Boston-Edison District is that it
remain a historic community
that is beautiful, inclusive, and
safe for neighbors and visitors.

Dianne Bostic Robinson
HBEA President

Save The Date | A Sapphire Affair
Mark your calendars to join us for a spectacular celebration of 45
years (sapphire) of Holiday Home Tours! This event will be held on
Sunday, November 16, 2019 and will include many special surprises.
Details will be revealed soon!

Boston-Edison Gets Spring Makeover
What a showing! On a fine Saturday in May over 70 volunteers and neighbors gave up their
day to help beautify our neighborhood as part of Detroit’s “Motor City Makeover.” Neighbors
pitched in and cleaned three separate alleys and planted flowers along W. Boston Blvd.
Block clubs and organizations that participated include: Chicago Lodgers, 600-700 Block of
Edison, Chicago East, 1400-1500 Block Edison, the West Boston Boulevard Block Club
Association, the Yale Club of Michigan, and the Historic Boston-Edison Soccer team.
It was lots of work but smiles and laughter were certainly present. There will be many more
opportunities in the future to help beautify our already beautiful neighborhood.

About 35 volunteers from the W. Boston Blvd. Block Club
Assoc., Yale Club of Michigan, and the City of Detroit planted
over 3,200 begonias on the medians on West Boston Blvd.

Chicago Blvd. and Longfellow neighbors joined for an
alley cleanup with the 1400-1500 Edison Block Club
and received a surprise visit from Mayor Duggan.

Young Neighbor Racks Up Honors with His Winning Chess Moves
Boston-Edison resident and sixth grader Kehlil M. is a bright and
upcoming chess master. Kehlil and his brothers learned to play chess in
2017, during a summer program at the Williams-Walker Community
Center. He played four months with his school’s chess team in 2017 but
did not compete again until the start of middle school.
Since September 2018, he has been a member of his school’s chess team
and the Detroit City Chess Club. This school year, he has competed in
local tournaments in Detroit, Warren, Novi and Canton. He also
competed in two National Chess Tournaments in Illinois and Texas.
This summer you may find Kehlil on Tuesdays and Thursdays
challenging customer’s skills in a pay to play chess game at the Joseph
Walker Williams Center on Rosa Parks Blvd., and at Eleo’s Coffee House, on Dexter. Kehlil
accepts donations, which are used for chess competitions fees and expenses.

Neighborhood Fun Leads to Making Fast Friends
These two fellas both have the first name of Porter, are the same
age, are in the same grade and both attend Catholic High
Schools. They met at a recent Boston Edison bowling activity and
became quick friends. It just goes to show that you will never
know who you will meet and how much fun you will have at a
Boston-Edison event!

City of Detroit Holds “Historic Preservation in Detroit:
An Inaugural Convening”
The Historic Preservation in Detroit: An Inaugural Convening event took place on June 5th
with the purpose of bringing together Detroit agencies and local stakeholders to educate
participants about the current roles of the city agencies and local stakeholders associated with
historic preservation in Detroit.
The group exists to identify gaps in municipal service and general knowledge as it relates to
historic preservation in Detroit, to discuss new ideas for the future of historic preservation in
Detroit and to embolden local stakeholders to serve as historic preservation ambassadors or
stewards within their respective communities.
Our own neighbor, James Turner of W. Boston Blvd., a
nationally-recognized expert in historic window restoration,
was on the Stakeholder panel. Also present were Zené Gibson
of Chicago Blvd., who serves at the Acting Chair of the Historic
Designation Advisory Board, and Jim Hamilton, the Chairman
of the Historic District Commission.

WE NEED YOU...
TO WRITE FOR US!
Do you like the articles you
are reading in this
newsletter? Well they don’t
write themselves!
The Public Relations
committee is looking for folks
who like to write and have
some neighborhood stories
to tell.
If you are interested in being
a writer for future issues of
the HBEA newlsetter, please
send us an email letting us
know you would like to help!
PR@historicbostonedison.org

Garrick Landsberg, brother of W. Boston Blvd. neighbor
Raymond Landsberg, has also been appointed the new
Director of Historic Preservation.
Zené Gibson and Jim Hamilton

Resident Beverly Lochard Brings Free Summer Zen to Voigt Park
Beverly has spent the past six years studying Yoga and
Ayurveda. She initially began practicing Yoga in Law School to
help with the stress of school and then work. She decided to
take her 200-Hour Registered Yoga Teacher (RYT) training in
2013 with Johnny Kest at Center for Yoga in Birmingham,
Michigan to deepen her practice and to understand why Yoga is
so effective in managing stress, anxiety, and other physical and
emotional ailments.
Beverly began her study of Ayurveda, the healing and medical
side of Yoga, in India in 2015 with Dr. Liladhar Gupta and
Beverly Lochard
collaborates with practitioners from the California College of
Ayurveda and the BVI School of Ayurveda in Kalamazoo, Michigan. She has taught Yoga
and Ayurveda at LA Fitness, Center for Yoga, Life Time Fitness and as a guest instructor at
resorts in Jamaica. She is currently in her second year of Yoga Therapy 500-Hour training at
Beaumont Hospital in Royal Oak and regularly attends Yoga retreats and conferences
throughout the U.S. and India.
Sessions are scheduled for Saturdays at 9 a.m. in Voigt Park (weather permitting) through
Aug. 24. For more information contact Beverly at (248) 421-5127 or email
beverlylochardlaw@gmail.com. We look forward to seeing you there!
Who should attend the Yoga class at Voigt Park?

Beginners as well as those experienced in Yoga who want to get to know their Boston-Edison
neighbors while enjoying yoga in the open air.
What do I need to bring?

Bring your mat, a small towel and a bottle of water. Wear comfortable clothing so you can
move freely.

Cheers to the High School Grads!
Congratulations to Edison St. neighbor David Jonathan Cross II, who recently graduated
from University Preparatory Academy in Detroit and will be heading to Huston-Tillotson
University in Austin, Texas in the fall. He recently attended prom with Madison Tinker, also
a University Prep student whose grandmother, Iris Griffin, also lives on Edison St. Madison
plans to attend Michigan State University.
Dogan Copeland also graduated this year from University Preparatory Academy High
School and is planning to attend college in the fall.
Local residents Cheryl and Carlton Pace are proud grandparents of two graduates this year,
Cameron Pace and Carlton Pace, both from Truman High School. Carlton is thinking
Engineering and Cameron already has a taste of the Modeling world.
Pictures of the graduates are to the right.
David Cross and Madison Tinker

A Salute to Special Seniors
Tom Peloso moved into 2027 W Boston Blvd. in 1958. His lifelong partner,
Gary Garrett, joined him in 1964. Since, they have made remarkable
improvements to their home, and contributed to the high-quality
neighborhood. Their fondest memories are watching so many youngsters
grow into outstanding professionals, including actress Alyssa Barrett
Jackson, known for Shadow in the Shade (2016) and Mysteries at the
Museum (2010); and former Michigan Chief Justice Conrad L. Mallett, Jr.,
now the Chief Administration Officer at the Detroit Medical Center.
Tom served as the president of the Boston- Edison Association when the neighborhood
earned its historic status. Tom celebrated his 96th birthday in January.

Dogan Copeland and prom date

Sounds of Music House Concerts™ Continue in August
The 2019 house concert series began on May 4 with a wonderful presentation by the Protea
classical ensemble (flute, clarinet, and piano) in the beautiful Chicago Blvd. home of Jack and
Andrea Seavitt. Thirty-five guests enjoyed the music and a delicious buffet dinner from the
Detroit Soul restaurant, owned by Jerome and Yovanda Brown, residents on W Boston Blvd.
Up next is our popular Summer Jazz Party! This
year, we take a musical journey to Cuba as we
present “A Night in Havana” with the
award-winning ensemble, Tumbao Bravo! This
under-the-tent backyard performance (address will
be revealed with ticket purchase) will include a full
buffet dinner and drinks from Vicente’s Cuban
Cuisine. The concert begins at 7:30 pm, and doors
open at 7 pm. Tickets are $50 (advance sale only,
no tickets at the door) and can be purchased from
www.historicbostonedison.org.

Carlton Pace

Cameron Pace

BLOCK CLUB BUZZ
Chicago Lodgers Block Club: An Abundance of Medical Professionals
Don’t worry if you ever fall ill at a Chicago Lodgers Block Club event, we have medical
professionals to help you and other medical professionals to help you through your recovery.
The Block Club has 4 nurses, Gwen and Willie Smith, Jackie Hill, and Jean Williamson and
physical therapists Jacob and Meaghan Marion. The following is an introduction to them as
they answer some questions about themselves.
Why did you go into your profession?

Trash Changes?
The pick up schedule for
bulk, recyling, and yard
waste has changed!

Jean Williamson: Because I was told a criminal public defender would not make enough
money to take care of a family. My first choice was law with my credits in economics.
Meaghan Marion: I was always interested in the health field growing up, and I appreciated
that physical therapy allowed me to work one-on-one with people through a course of
multiple visits, getting to know them in the process.
Jacob Marian: I enjoy providing my community with the education, strength, and mobility
to lead healthy, fruitful lives.

To keep yourself on track,
visit www.detroitmi.gov
and click the “Waste
Pickup” box.

How long have you been doing it?

From there you can view
your next pick up date and
sign up for text reminders.

What specifically do you do?

For a printable calendar of
pick ups, visit
www.bit.ly/2XDxnv9

Jean Williamson: About 20 years.
Meaghan Marion: Five years.
Jacob Marian: Five years.
Jean Williamson: I am a CRNA also known as a certified registered nurse anesthetist. I work
in the operating room or anywhere that a patient needs any form of anesthesia. We are a
small group of nurses with a advanced degrees, either a doctorate or Masters. We are who is
with you throughout your entire process of anesthesia. We put you to sleep, monitor you
through the course of anesthesia and wake you up at the end. We are also, at some facilities,
the one putting in your epidurals and spinal for labor we do blocks insert lines... With our
degree we can work with or without a doctor.
Meaghan Marion: I work in an outpatient physical therapy clinic with people with a variety
of musculoskeletal and neurological impairments. I typically see people 2-3 times per week
to guide them through a treatment plan to address their pain and/or functional limitations.
Jacob Marian: Director of physical therapy.
What do you enjoy most about what you do?

Jean Williamson: I enjoy the people that I care for and work with. I like the independence I
have. As a whole CRNAs are highly respected by the surgeons we work with.
Meaghan Marion: I love it when I see people progress and improve: they learn how to
manage their symptoms, they even surprise themselves with what they can do, and they
regain their confidence in getting back to their regular activities.
Jacob Marian: I enjoy this career because what is better than having my community come
through my doors and pay me to hurt them; and have them thank me on top of that!? Joking
aside, growing up in a small country town in Michigan's thumb, I was raised to value the
interests and wellbeing of those around me. I truly do enjoy my getting an athlete back on
the field, or a fireman back to work, or a grandmother back to walking her grandkids
through the park.
Where do you work?

Jean Williamson: Full-time at Univ. of Michigan Health, at Beaumont - Royal Oak and
part-time at Dearborn Surgery Center. (What I don’t like getting up at 4:30 a.m. for work.)
Meaghan Marion: I work for Team Rehabilitation in Dearborn Heights.
Jacob Marian: I work as Dr. of Physical Therapy at Team-Rehab.

NEIGHBOR NEWS
Gone But Not Forgotten
• We are sad to report the death of long-time neighbor Leroy Murray, of 2021 W. Chicago
Blvd., who passed away on May 12. We lost a true gentleman and a great friend. He never
hesitated to reach out to help his neighbors. He was an amazing man who catered to his
family and to a multitude of grandchildren. He is survived by his wife, Sandra Murray.

News to share?
Has a baby been born?
Did you get engaged
or married?

• We are saddened to announce Mary James, sister of Linda and James Almon passed on
May 24, 2019.

Did you just move in and
want to introduce yourself?

Welcome to New Neighbors
• Congrats to Emily and Brett Willner who welcomed a new addition baby boy at 5:50 a.m.
June 9. Baby Willmer measured a hair shy of 20” and weighed in at 6 lbs. 14 oz. Brett and
Emily are active members of the 1400-1500 Edison Avenue Block Club.
• The Chicago-Lodgers Block Club welcomed new neighbor Deborah Mahney who works as
an information technology project manager from a home office. She has been looking at
houses for 3 years and is excited to finally have one in Boston-Edison.
• The Longfellow 100s Block Club would like to extend a warm welcome to new neighbors:
- Justin and Jennifer Walton Faifer and their children to 11 Longfellow
- The Henige family to 140 Longfellow (Vanderbilt home)

Did you or a family
member do something
awesome?

LET US KNOW!
We’re looking for news
from you to share with
your neighbors!
Send an email to
newsletter@historicbostonedison.org

Congratulations!
• Travis Yarrington and Victoria Fraccoli of 36 Longfellow were recently married and had a
Wedding Celebration on June 1, 2019. We wish them all the best!

Historic Boston-Edison Association Board of Directors | 2019-2020 Directory
Zone A | Woodward-Hamilton

Zone B | Hamilton-Rosa Parks (12th)

Zone C | Rosa Parks (12th)-Linwood

Edison Street
Vacant

Edison Street
Steve St. Germain

Edison Street
Vacant

info@historicbostonedison.org

Longfellow Street
Patricia Pickett

313-715-8521

ppickett@historicbostonedison.org

Chicago Boulevard
Vacant

info@historicbostonedison.org

W. Boston Boulevard
Raymond Landsberg

313-384-5834

rlandsberg@historicbostonedison.org

At-Large
Ekundayo Ojumu

eojumu@historicbostonedison.org

248-421-6055

sstgermain@historicbostonedison.org

info@historicbostonedison.org

Longfellow Street
Vacant

Longfellow Street
Gregory Montgomery

info@historicbostonedison.org

gmontgomery@historicbostonedison.org

Chicago Boulevard
Dianne Bostic Robinson

313-477-0264

Chicago Boulevard
Pierre Haden

dbosticrobinson@historicbostonedison.org

phaden@historicbostonedison.org

W. Boston Boulevard
Erik Hill

248-884-8078

W. Boston Boulevard
Michael Mowers

ehill@historicbostonedison.org

mmowers@historicbostonedison.org

At-Large
Deniera Davis

313-595-5551

At-Large
Felecia Pryor

ddavis@historicbostonedison.org

313-236-0433

fpryor@historicbostonedison.org

President Dianne Bostic Robinson; 1st Vice President Michael Mowers; 2nd Vice President Patricia Pickett;
Secretary Deniera Davis; Treasurer Raymond Landsberg

Historic Boston-Edison Association
PO Box 02100
Detroit, MI 48202

PICNIC IN
THE PARK
Saturday August 24, 2019
1 - 4:30 p.m. in Voigt Park
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