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2015 Historic Boston-Edison Association
Dates To Remember:
MAY 20
Annual Meeting & Election
of HBEA Open Board
Member Seats
JUNE 20
Membership Breakfast
Drive
JUNE 27
Sounds of Music Concert
Series: Free Children’s
Concert
AUGUST 1
Sounds of Music Concert
Series: Straight Ahead

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING & BOARD OF DIRECTORS ELECTION
Wednesday, May 20, 2015
Onsite voting ballots accepted between 6:00—8:00 p.m.
Candidate Speeches and Financial Review begins at 7 p.m.
Light refreshments served.

Sacred Heart Major Seminary
(Linwood at Chicago Boulevard – Enter at the guard gates on Linwood)
All dues paying members are welcome and encouraged to attend. If you are not current
on your dues, you may pay at the door or with PayPal by visiting
www.historicbostonedison.org/member.shtml.
NOMINATIONS ARE NOW OPEN for 6 seats on the Historic Boston-Edison Association

Board of Directors. Active Association members living on Edison, Longfellow, Chicago
or W. Boston between Rosa Parks Blvd and Linwood and on W. Boston between
Woodward and Hamilton are strongly encouraged to run.
WHO CAN RUN? Interested candidates for any open position must be:

 An active dues-paying member of the Historic Boston-Edison Association
 A resident of the street/zone they wish to represent with the exception of the At
Large position where the candidate can reside on any of the streets in that zone

Volunteers Needed:

 Able to submit a nominating petition with signatures from at least ten (10) dues
paying households to the Executive Secretary, 140 Edison Avenue, Detroit, MI,
48202 no later than May 10, 2015. The Nominating Petition form can be found at:
http://www.historicbostonedison.org/2015nom.pdf
WHAT DOES THE HISTORIC BOSTON EDISON ASSOCIATION BOARD OF DIRECTORS DO?

To assist with any of our
upcoming events:
> 313.883.4360 ext 2
bostonedison@gmail.com

The Historic Boston-Edison Association is an association of the residents of the BostonEdison Historic District. Through the Association, we work together to safeguard the
value, character, and appearance of our homes and our neighborhood.
Directors serve three year terms and are expected to: attend monthly Board Meetings
on the 2nd Tuesday of each month; serve on at least 1 committee; provide zone updates.
ELECTIONS PROCESS Voting will be held on May 20th at the Annual Meeting at Sacred

Heart Seminary. The business of the Historic Boston-Edison Association is conducted
by a 15 member Board of Directors elected by the members of the Association.

continued on next page...

HBEA Annual Membership Meeting
Your vote counts
at the upcoming Annual
Membership Meeting &
Board of Directors Election
on May 20, 2015.
If you cannot attend the
meeting and there is more
than one candidate running
for a position, then an
absentee ballot will be
created and made available
to dues paying members
upon request. Leave a
message on the hotline (313)
883-4360 *mailbox 2 or visit
our website after May 11th
where we will also post the
slate of candidates –
www.historicbostonedison.org

(continued)

This year, there are six Director positions to be filled by election at the upcoming
Annual Meeting on Wednesday, May 20, 2015 at Sacred Heart Seminary. They are:
EDISON

Zone C (Between Rosa Parks and Linwood)

LONGFELLOW
CHICAGO

Zone C (Between Rosa Parks and Linwood)

W. BOSTON
AT LARGE

Zone C (Between Rosa Parks and Linwood)

Zone C (Between Rosa Parks and Linwood)

Zone C (Between Rosa Parks and Linwood)

Zone A (Woodward-Hamilton) open seat to
serve the remaining 1 year of this term
W. BOSTON

On behalf of the Nominating Committee of the Historic Boston-Edison Association
Board of Directors, best of luck to all interested candidates!

WHAT’S HAPPENING ON YOUR BLOCK?
Be in the HBEA Newsletter! Email: newsletter@historicbostonedison.org

“Longfellow TW Block Club” News
The Longfellow TW Block Club (between Twelfth and Woodrow Wilson) held an alley
cleanup on Sunday, April 19. We encouraged residents from our block as well as
neighbors who share the alleys on Edison and Chicago to join our efforts. This event was
planned for the weekend prior to the first citywide yard waste pickup of the year to
ensure bagged debris would not be sitting unattended. The block club provided bags and
water for this event. It’s amazing what can be accomplished when neighbors join forces.
We hope additional neighbors will join future efforts.
The block club is planning a Summer Block Party for Sunday for July 26. We last held a
block party in 2013 and had more than 50 neighbors in attendance. We are hoping our
new neighbors will join us in this summer’s event. It
will be a potluck event with games planned for the
kids. All residents on Longfellow (between 12th and
Woodrow Wilson) are invited. We are looking for
neighbors to spearhead various committees. Anyone
interested in helping with setup; food; and games are
encouraged to attend our monthly block club meetings
(the third Sunday of the month). Fliers are distributed
prior to the meetings to announce the time and
location.
Come out, meet your neighbors and be a part of your
community. Together we can make a difference.
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From the HBEA President

Debbie Baldwin

On behalf of the Boson-Edison Association, we would like to thank
everyone that volunteered for the Detroit Land Bank Open House on
April 25, 2015 in our neighborhood. The event was well-attended,
with approximately 700 people looking at homes. The Boston-Edison
volunteers helped to answer many questions about our neighborhood
and gave a real sense of what it means to live here. There may be a
need for more volunteers for upcoming events such as this one, where
there is an opportunity for current residents to speak with prospective residents.
The Boston-Edison Board of Directors would also like to welcome all new neighbors!

B-E Trivia:
This actor and
comedian was born
in 1955 in Detroit; his father
was a psychiatrist and an
author. He grew up in the city
and graduated from Cass
Tech high school and then

Boston-Edison Radio Patrol Turns 4

the University of Michigan

-seeks more volunteers!

was nominated for a Tony for

May 1 was the four-year anniversary of the
formation of the Boston-Edison Radio Patrol
(BERP). During that period, we have had 80
neighbors receive police clearances. At the
current time we have 31 active volunteers.
The dedication of these volunteers has made
us a very successful neighborhood patrol.
A lot has happened in the last 4 years. We
average 15 to 20 shifts a
month and provide patrol
coverage at times when DSS
is not on duty. When we first
started, the city had about 12
active radio patrols citywide.
The Detroit Police
Department, Mayor and City
Council have all recognized
the value of having patrols and have
increased their efforts to start more patrols.
Today there are 29 and DPD is providing
startup assistance to more patrols each
month.
When we began, BERP used personal cell
phones to communicate between the cars on
the street and our base operator. DPD has
recently spent thousands of dollars to
purchase high-powered radios. We now use
radios similar to those used by Homeland
Security.
Initially, we only served the 36 blocks in
Boston-Edison. We soon received interest

before moving on to Yale. He
his role in the musical "The

from our neighbors on Atkinson and
shortly thereafter officially incorporated
them into our boundaries.
BERP is always looking for new
volunteers to increase our ranks and
replace volunteers who have had to move
on. The more volunteers we have, the
more hours we can patrol each month. All
we ask is you work four hours
per month – that’s two, twohour shifts.
Here are some important
things to remember if you
want to become a BERP
volunteer:

First." He starred in a series
of Broadway and offBroadway plays before
moving to film. He acted in a
few movies, then landed a
part in Keenan Ivory Wayans'
movie, "I'm Gonna Git You
Sucka." This led to his role in
Wayans' television show, "In
Living Color." After this show,
he continued to act in both
television and film. He lived
at 2200 W. Boston Boulevard
during his childhood.
Who is he?

(Answer on Page 8)

(1) You must first fill out a
BERP application;
(2) This application is then submitted to
DPD for a background check;
(3) Once clearance is received you will go
on a training shift with current volunteers
to get a feel for what a shift entails;
(4) You are then expected to sign up for
two (or more) shifts per month.
If you are interested in joining BERP,
please call (313) 869-2757 and we’ll make
sure you receive an application. Info is
also available at:
historicbostonedison.org/berp.shtml.

`
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MEMBERSHIP
COMMITTEE
EASTER EGG HUNT 2015 It was a beautiful spring day when the kids ran into Voigt Park
looking for eggs under the hay. There were nine anxious and excited children who found
all the eggs. They each took a little goody bag with them and those who found the buried
‘treasure chests’ received a full size candy bar! (Okay, so we gave out a full size candy to all
of the cute little hunters!) We also took the extra candy over to Children’s Hospital.
A huge thank you to all the volunteers who helped with the egg hunt. We look forward to
growing this event next year.

MEMBERSHIP BREAKFAST DRIVE We are excited to announce the next breakfast drive is
Saturday, June 20, from 9:30 a.m. to 11 a.m. at Community Social Services of Wayne County,
9851 Hamilton Ave. Setup will start at 8:30 a.m. and cleanup is from 11 to 11:30 a.m.
We will have a diverse selection of food and beverages for all to enjoy! The breakfast is a
good time to pay your 2015-2016 membership dues and enjoy the goodies!
Be on the lookout for future dates of an ice cream social and family game night this
summer. Please email membership@historicbostonedison.org if you have questions about
this or other membership events.
Thank you for your continued support!
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Neighbors Organize to Kick Off a New Pastime
When you think of Boston-Edison, the
first thing that comes to mind is probably
beautiful historic homes and tree-lined
streets. This spring, folks in our
neighborhood are adding a new layer to
Boston-Edison’s identity. They
have organized a Historic BostonEdison soccer team to compete
against other historic
neighborhoods in the Detroit City
Futbol League (DCFL).
The DCFL stemmed from a desire to
bring together Detroiters for some
friendly competition, while highlighting
the many neighborhoods that make up
our city. The League started in 2010 with
11 teams: Woodbridge, Downtown/
Lafayette Park, Corktown, Midtown,
Cass Corridor, Hamtramck, Hubbard
Farms, Mexicantown, Green Acres, The
Villages, and New Center. Over the
years, the League has grown rapidly and
with teams like Historic Boston-Edison
coming to the field, it is now more than
30 teams strong.
The Beautification Committee is currently
seeking volunteers to mow lawns for the
2015/2016 season. We currently pay $10
for regular properties and $15 for corner
properties. Properties are cut every 2
weeks and we will begin on May 22nd for
the season.
Along with vacant property mowing, the
Beautification Committee will address the
flower beds that have our historic district
signage. We will spring into action with
our flower beds on May 30th. “Many
hands make light work” – especially when
it comes to gardening – so if you would
like to volunteer please contact Frank
Griffith, Beautification Co-Chair at:
fgriffith@historicbostonedison.org or call
313-205-4332.

Just like any competitive league, wins,
losses, and ties are tracked, but what makes
the DCFL remarkable is that, at the end of
the season, a second trophy is awarded to
the team with the most community service
points. Points can be earned through a
range of community service activities
in Boston-Edison and beyond.
Historic Boston-Edison teammates are
enthusiastic about the season. Already,
the team has its sights on the
Community Service trophy. While the
Osborn team has won it for years, Historic
Boston-Edison is steadfast – “this trophy is
ours!”
The first game is Tuesday, May 26 at Fort
Wayne, located at 6325 W Jefferson Ave in
Detroit. Check http://detroitcityfutbol.com
for more information and a schedule.

Be on the Look Out!
Your 2015/2016 Dues
Renewal Notice is being
mailed to you.
But no need to wait!
We know that many of
you are excited to be a
member of the Historic
Boston-Edison
Association, so you can
pay now!
Go to:
historicbostonedison.org
and click on the
Resident' Portal

Cheerleaders wanted!!

FULL ENFORCEMENT OF CITY
ORDNANCE VIOLATIONS WILL BEGIN
ON JUNE 1, 2015.

BEAUTIFICATION
COMMITTEE

Some of the violations to be aware of include:


Setting out yard, trash, recycling, or bulk
on the curb too early (see page 7 for
details)



Vehicles that are inoperable in front or
back yards



Lingering trash or garbage that would
attract rodents on your property



Overgrown weeds on you property or in
the alley



Grass over 2 inches long

Please check the City’s website to make sure
you are in compliance to avoid receiving a
ticket!
`
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Historic District Commission News
In making its decisions, the Detroit Historic District Commission (HDC) is required to use
a set of standards created by the U. S. Secretary of the Interior’s (SOI) National Park
Service. Historic district commissions across the U.S. use the SOI Standards. The HDC
most frequently uses Standards (6) and (9).
The 10 SOI Historic Preservation Standards seek to preserve the historical architectural
design of a building and to preserve its original materials.
Taking care of old houses
is not like taking care of
new ones.
The Boston-Edison
website now has
information about storm
windows.
historicbostonedison.org/
pres7.shtml

1.

Use an historic building for its intended purpose. For any new use, make only
minimal changes.

2.

Don’t remove or change any materials or features that define the historic character of a
building.

3.

An historic building must be genuine. Don’t add elements from other buildings, or
that are faux historic, or that are typical of buildings of a different architectural style.

4.

Sometimes a change to a property is itself historic: preserve it as well.

5.

Preserve any distinctive construction techniques, finishes, or examples of
craftsmanship.

6.

Deteriorated historic features shall be repaired rather than replaced. If something
must be replaced, then what is added should match the original in design, color,
and other visual qualities, and be of the same material, if possible.

7.

Clean as gently as possible. Don’t sandblast!

8.

Protect archeological resources around construction sites.

9.

Historic materials that are essential to a property must not be destroyed by new
additions or exterior alterations. New construction should not try to look historic,
but should be clearly differentiated from the old. Nonetheless, new construction
also must fit in with the size and architectural features of the property.

10. Any additions should be removable in a way that would leave the historic property as
it was originally.
The SOI has an excellent website that gives helpful guidelines for how these standards
would apply in particular situations, such as roofing, windows, paint colors, and so on.
Visit nps.gov/hps/tps/standguide.
James Hamilton is a resident of the Boston-Edison Historic District.
HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION
HDC must pre-approve exterior work as historically appropriate. www.historicbostonedison.org/pres5.shtml
HDC staff can advise on appropriateness and help with pre-approval. Contact them early when planning.
Jennifer Ross | (313) 224-8907 | Rossj@detroitmi.gov; Crystal Wilson | (313) 224-6543 | WilsonCR@detroitmi.gov
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We’re Talking Trash—well, and how to be a good neighbor!
The city of Detroit has hired a new
environmental enforcement team. They
are enforcing ordinances regarding
garbage, trash, yard waste, grass-cutting,
alley and property maintenance.
Be informed, don’t get a ticket!
Per City Ordinance, all Detroit
Homeowners and Renters are responsible
to maintain their property from the
middle of the street (in front of their
home) to the middle of the alley (behind
their home).

GARBAGE, BULK TRASH,
RECYCLING AND YARD WASTE
PICK-UP

Garbage Collection is on Wednesday.
Courville containers are to be placed on
the street no earlier than 5 PM on Tuesday
and must be removed to the side or back
of the home no later than nightfall on
Wednesday. The city is issuing tickets to
those who do not adhere to this ordinance.
Bulk Trash is picked up every other week
on Thursday (5/7, 5/21, 6/4, etc.) It is to
be put at the curb the day before – you
will be ticketed if you put it out early.
(They will collect up to one cubic yard of
bulk each date. One cubic yard of bulk is
about the size of a couch, stove or
refrigerator. Your one cubic yard of bulk
cannot weigh more than 1,000 pounds.
Bulk items totaling more than one cubic
yard or weighing more than 1,000 pounds
will not be collected, and the homeowner
and tenant will be subject to a fine of up to
$10,000.)

Recycling is picked up every other week
on Thursday. If you live between:

Did you know...


 Woodward and 12th, it is picked up
on the opposite week of Bulk/Yard
Waste (4/30, 5/14, 5/28, 6/11, etc.).

that you can be ticketed if
your grass is higher than 8
inches tall?



 12th and Linwood, it is picked up the
same date as Bulk/Yard Waste (5/7,
5/21, 6/4, etc.).

that you can be ticketed if
alley growth is higher than
8 inches tall?



that you can be ticketed
for failing to remove your
Courville container from
the street by the end of the
day of pick-up? In
addition, you can be
ticketed if the container is
not stored at the side or
back of your home.



that you can be ticketed
for storing inoperable
vehicles on property
without a permit?



it is against city ordinance
to not clean up after your
pet (i.e. dog) on a regular
basis? In addition, all
dogs must be on a leash at
all times, unless they are in
a fenced area.



it is against city and fire
ordinances to grill on your
porch? Grills must be
away from the home –
either in the side drive or
back yard. (In fact, it is
against fire ordinances to
have any type of open
flame on a porch or
structure attached to a
home.)

Do not put it out sooner than 5 PM on
Wednesday. If you would like to
participate in curbside recycling, contact
Advanced Disposal (844-233-8764 / http://
www.advanceddisposal.com/mi/detroit/
detroit-residential-collection) to request
your recycling container. There is a onetime fee of $25 to purchase the container.
Yard waste pick-up resumed on 4/23/15.
It is the same Thursday as bulk trash pickup for the entire neighborhood (5/7, 5/21,
6/4, etc.). Only use paper, biodegradable
lawn/yard bags or your own 32-gallon
reusable plastic or metal container. NO
PLASTIC BAGS! The weight restriction
on a 32-gallon container is 60 pounds. No
plastic bags. Branches and twigs less than
two inches in diameter should be cut
down and placed in biodegradable bags or
reusable containers. They may also be put
in bundles no larger than 4 feet long or 18
inches in diameter.
PLEASE REMEMBER, WHEN PUTTING
THE ABOVE ITEMS AT THE CURB, THEY
MUST BE SEPARATED. Do not mix bulk
trash with yard waste – put them in separate
piles – the disposal collection company will not
pick through the pile to decide what goes in
which truck. You can be ticketed for not
following these guidelines.
`

PAGE 7

Historic Boston-Edison Association Board of Directors (May 2014-2015)
The Historic Boston-Edison Association was founded in 1921 and is dedicated to the protection and preservation of the family
residential neighborhood it serves. The geographic boundaries include West Boston and Chicago Boulevards and Longfellow and
Edison Avenues between Woodward and Linwood Avenues.
Zone A Woodward-Hamilton (48202)

Zone B Hamilton-Rosa Parks (12th St)

Zone C Rosa Parks-Linwood (48206)

Edison Avenue
Patricia Jernigan
869-6889
Longfellow Street
Karen Seaman
248-227-0892
Chicago Boulevard
Mary Konopka
867-2128
West Boston Boulevard
Open
At Large
Zené Gibson
883-4077

Edison Avenue
Victoria Edwards
Longfellow Street
Frank Griffith
Chicago Boulevard
Dianne Bostic Robinson
West Boston Boulevard
Kimberly Howard
At Large
Debbie Baldwin

Edison Avenue
Open
Longfellow Street
Victoria Koski
Chicago Boulevard
Pamela Doles
West Boston Boulevard
Joy Rencher
At Large
Open

258-7930
869-8016
477-0264
433-4996
980-0070

585-4085
288-0382
588-0502

Officers: President Debbie Baldwin; 1st Vice President Dianne Bostic Robinson; 2nd Vice President Kimberly Howard
Secretary Pamela Doles; Treasurer Mary Konopka; Executive Secretary Marilyn Mitchell

HISTORIC BOSTON-EDISON ASSOCIATION
P.O. Box 02100, Detroit, MI 48202
Website: www.historicbostonedison.org | Email: bostonedison@gmail.com | Hotline: 313.883.4360
Trivia Answer: David Allen Grier

B-E Connected!
Are you receiving Boston-Edison Emails for neighborhood events?
If not, email us your information and we will add you right away!
Email: bostonedison@gmail.com
Care to share on the BE Discussion Google Group? (For HBEA Dues-Paying Members)
Email: discussion-boston-edison@googlegroups.com to join
Or contact us at bostonedison@gmail.com and we will add you.
Want real-time Security Alerts? (A Security Google Group for DSS Subscribers)
Contact the Security Committee for information about joining Dusing Security and
Surveillance. (313) 883-4360 Security *Mailbox 3

Historic Boston-Edison Detroit

@BostonEdisonDet

