MAY 2017

Dates to Remember:
MAY 31
HBEA Annual Meeting
July 16
Annual Ice Cream Social
July 20
Membership Happy Hour
AUGUST 5
Sounds of Music Concert 2
AUGUST 12 & 13
B-E Attic Sale
AUGUST 26
HBEA Picnic in the Park
SEPTEMBER 21
Membership Happy Hour
OCTOBER 7
Sounds of Music Concert 3
OCTOBER 25
Fall General Meeting
NOVEMBER 16
Membership Happy Hour
DECEMBER 9-10
Holiday Home Tour Weekend
Visit historicbostonedison.org
for additional event details!

MAY 31, 2017 | 7-9 PM
ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING & BOARD OF DIRECTORS ELECTION
Wednesday, May 31, 2017
7:00 to 9:00 p.m. | Check-in begins at 6:30 p.m.
Sacred Heart Major Seminary (Linwood at Chicago Boulevard)
Enter at the guard gates on Linwood
More than just an election, the annual meeting highlights the accomplishments of the Association
throughout the year. Arrive early to hear candidate speeches and cast your ballot (voting closes at 8pm).
Then, stick around for our program which includes guest speakers, a recap of the goals achieved by
HBEA, and our annual financial review of the Association. Stay until the end for a chance to win great
raffle prizes!
All neighbors are welcome and encouraged to attend the meeting, but voting is limited to dues-paying
HBEA residents only. Please present identification with name and current address verifying residency
within Boston Edison to be able to vote. Additionally, as a reminder, only two votes are allowed per
household. Not current on your dues? No worries- onsite payment will be available at registration, or
pay online at http://www.historicbostonedison.org/member.shtml.
This election there are seven open seats on the Board of Directors: All positions in Zone B (Hamilton to
Rosa Parks) to represent W. Boston Blvd, Chicago Blvd., Longfellow St., Edison St, and At-Large, as
well as Zone A (Woodward to Hamilton) At-Large and Zone A Chicago Blvd. Good luck to all the
candidates!
Neighborhood Development and Neighbor Recognition!
Discover more about the developments happening around Boston-Edison! After voting and financial
review, presenters from various development groups will give brief presentations of their projects and
showcase their concepts on display, giving you an up-close look at their visions for the community.
Like what you see? You can chat and ask questions with them after the meeting.
This year, we’d also like to take time during the meeting to recognize our unsung neighborhood heroes!
Do you have a neighbor who cuts vacant lawns without being asked? Does someone shovel the snow
for the entire block? Who walks by your house with a garbage bag full of litter, quietly cleaning up the
neighborhood? Check the details on page 3 to nominate this special someone for volunteer recognition
at the Annual Meeting.
Do you own a business? Arrive before the meeting to take place in an exclusive
networking event for business owners in the neighborhood. See page 3 for more details!

President’s Annual Report 2016-2017: Together We Achieved More
The work done this past year was built on the work done before us. It gives me great pleasure to share
with you the work of your Board, and the many neighbor volunteers who served on committees or
volunteered for an activity.
Accomplishments:

Did you receive the
dues notice in your
mailbox?
Your $40 contribution is
important and supports the work of
our Association. Please mail in the
renewal form along with a check
or pay online today:
www.historicbostonedison.org

• Sounds of Music Concert Series - Increase in attendance and revenue. Musicians were superb.
• Attic Sale - Largest Attic Sale ever. Increased attendance and revenue. The Saturday traffic
was huge.
• Picnic in the Park - large attendance in spite of rain. The majority of attendees stayed during
the rain and enjoyed bingo and each other’s company. Attended by City of Detroit District 5
Councilwoman Mary Sheffield and District Manager, Vince Keenan.
• Holiday Home Tour and VIP Party - Largest in the history of the Home Tour, with profits
almost doubled from the previous year, raising $32,172 for the Association.
• Preservation Fair - realized a small profit with the addition of a fee for non-residents.
• Easter Egg Hunt - well-attended as we begin to have more young families move into the
neighborhood with children. Program was enhanced to include food and more giveaways.
• 90th Anniversary Gala - well attended and a magical moment in our history was enjoyed by
all. The silent auction bounty obtained by neighbors was a huge hit. Six distinguished
volunteers were recognized for over five years of continuous service to the neighborhood.
• Increased neighbor participation on Board Committees, and re-engaged past presidents into
the work of the Association.
• Held first Gilded Givers Reception.
• Held Board Retreat to identify goals for the year.
• Began the process to revise mission statement and develop a vision statement.
Work yet to be completed:

Your vote counts!
Your vote counts at the upcoming
Annual Membership Meeting &
Board of Directors Election on May
31, 2017. If you cannot attend the
meeting then an absentee ballot
will be available to dues paying
members upon request.
Leave a message on the hotline
(313) 883-4360 *mailbox 2 or visit
our website after May 16th where
we will also post the slate of
candidates –
www.historicbostonedison.org.
Look for the Election Notice inside
for more details!

• Complete list of Historic Boston-Edison District priority needs for District 5 Manager.
• Create a stronger sense of family by engaging more neighbors into the work of HBEA.
• Increasing the number of block clubs, increasing membership activities for all ages,
developing a means to welcome new neighbors.
• Designing and installing a unified look for the historic Boston-Edison District that would
include new entry signs, banners, plantings, etc.
• Finalize the Vision and Mission statements.
• Complete bylaws revisions.
As you can see we accomplished a great deal. Please know that the list does not represent all of what
has been accomplished. Join us in the work that has yet to be completed, and in creating new goals to
be accomplished next year.
Your Servant Leader,
Dianne Bostic Robinson
HBEA President

Sunshine and Fun Welcomed Young Neighbors to Annual Easter Egg Hunt
It was a beautiful, sunny Saturday in the park as the Membership Committee hosted its annual Egg
Hunt in Voigt Park to the delight of our youngest neighbors. Pizza, popcorn, and fun made it a great
event for all, and of course, the kids were excited to begin the egg hunt for yummy, chocolate
goodies!
We thank all the great neighbors who came out, and extend a big thank you to the volunteers who
helped to make this event such a joy. Without the help of such dedicated neighbors, our events
would never be successful, so we appreciate each volunteer, and encourage you to get involved and
join in the fun. See you next year!

Have We Really Ever Said “THANK YOU”?
Many of you do so much in your block or for the Association that we don’t know about, but your
neighbors know. Please send in the name(s) of those neighbors to be recognized at the May Annual
Meeting.
Do they pick up the trash in the medians or street, do they help neighbors who are in need, do they take
care of the planting areas around the entry signs, do they contribute to lamp post decorating, do they
help make and/or put up the decorations. I think you get the picture of the neighbors we want to say
“Thank You” to.
Please send the names of those unsung heroes who help or who have helped to make Boston-Edison the
best neighborhood in Detroit. Give us the privilege of letting the neighborhood say “Thank You.”
Please send the following information to Dianne at dbosticrobinson@historicbostonedison.org or call
313.477.0264 by May 26th.
•
•
•
•

Name of neighbor that you are nominating
His or Her Contribution to the Neighborhood
His or Her Address
Your Name and Contact Information

New Initiative Will Highlight Boston-Edison Business Owners
Be among the first to sign your business up to be included in the new Boston-Edison Business Directory,
which will feature the diverse businesses owned and services offered by Boston-Edison residents.
Getting started is simple. Just bring your business card on May 31 from 6:30-6:45 p.m. to Sacred Heart
Seminary for a quick session right before the Annual Boston-Edison meeting starts. We’ll get you
signed right up and talk about next steps! If you are unable to make the meeting, you can email us at
membership@historicbostonedison.org.
We look forward to seeing you and to helping more neighbors connect with the numerous business
owners who live right here in our very own neighborhood.

90th Anniversary Gala Honored our Association’s History and Spirit

Distinguished
Volunteers

As guests flowe
flowed into the banquet hall at Fellowship Banquet and Conference Center in Detroit on
April 28, it was clear that something special was about to happen.
Indeed, neighbors,
neighb
friends and supporters of the Historic Boston-Edison Association were there to
celebrate 90 years
yea of history and leave an imprint for future generations.
Gala of the Historic Boston-Edison Association drew an audience from the
The 90th Anniversary
Anniv
greater Detroit area for an evening of dinner, entertainment and dancing. However, the evening was
special with a silent auction of items ranging from lodging at a beautiful Michigan lake
even more spec
assortment of items from the Detroit Red Wings and Tigers, to coveted home baked and
house, to an ass
canned goods.
mix of music was provided by pianist Charles Greene and the GRAMMY-nominated
An incredible m
Straight Ahead.
ensemble Straig

Cleo
Hamilton

Mary
Konopka

also included greetings from Detroit Mayor Mike Duggan, who could not attend but sent
The evening als
a resolution ssaluting the neighborhood association, another resolution from Wayne County
Commissioner Jewel Ware and remarks and presentations from Detroit City Councilwoman (District
A State of Michigan Resolution was also delivered by a representative of State
5) Mary Sheffield.
Sheffie
Senator, Bert Johnson.
Jo
The resolution ffrom the City recognized the neighborhood as a whole, but City Volunteer Recognition
Awards were aalso presented to six distinguished volunteers who continue to make Boston-Edison one
anywhere. These honorees also received recognition from the Historic
of the best neighborhoods
nei
Boston-Edison Association. The honorees were:

Michelle
May

Jerry
Mitchell

Cleo Hamilton | Known as The Cookie Monster, she has been responsible for the Cookie Room for
the Holiday Homes Tour. She has set up a system that ensures our guests leave
many years during
du
feeling the warm hospitality of HBEA.
Mary Konopka | She has set up an accounting system that helped the neighborhood have a clean
audit. She has set
s up the use of her own credit card in situations where we needed a credit card, spent
her own money in the past to buy software needed to maintain and do our financials.
Michelle May | She has been the visionary for the Sounds of Music House Concerts series that
grow year after year with performances by some of the area’s top musicians. She also has
continues to gro
into the age of social media, which has helped to spread the word of our
brought the Association
As
thus increased guests coming to our area.
events, and thu

Andrew
Moskalik

Jack
Seavitt

Jerry Mitchell | For many years he has acted as our archivist. He has professionally guarded our
documents and set up systems where our history will be maintained in the Burton Collection of the
Detroit Public Library. He gives walking tours annually of the neighborhood sharing the history of our
neighborhood.

Andrew Moskalik | When past president Pam Malone wanted an upgrade to
our website he stepped forward and has since been our webmaster. He
monitors, addresses issues and makes referrals to others when information he
does not have is sought, to ensure no question goes unanswered.
Jack Seavittt | For many years he set up a system and managed all reservations
for the Holiday Homes Tour. Through the years he made friends with our
guests, and in part due to his personal relationship with them, they come year
after year.
Adding to the event, a slide presentation of photos through the decades
helped reflect on our rich history and was a poignant reminder that what we
do today will be set the stage for future celebrations.
An organization does not exist as long as the Historic Boston-Edison
Association without the people who make it their home, and to those special
people who contribute their time and talent to the Association.
As we celebrate 90 years, we are looking forward to many, many more years
of good neighbors and fun in our beloved Boston-Edison neighborhood.
HBEA 90th Anniversary Gala Committee
Dianne Bostic Robinson | Chair
Michelle May, Deniera Davis | Vice-Chairs
Rebecca Hicks, Debbie Griffith, Greg Sikora Mowers, Michael Mowers,
Cassie Meitl, Charlie Howard, Tristen Putnam, Sandra Davis, and
Gwendolyn Esco-Davis.
Assisted by:
Karen Seaman, Pam Miller-Malone, Tina Patterson, and Raymond Landsberg

It’s Spring and Yard Waste Collection is Back. Let’s Do It Right!

Doing home
improvements?

Advanced Disposal has just resumed collection of yard waste in Boston-Edison. For Boston-Edison,
yard waste collection will be every other Thursday (which began on April 20th) until the end of
November. Collection is delayed until Friday if it falls in a week following a holiday (this year, that’s
after Memorial Day and Labor Day). An additional pickup for Christmas trees is normally scheduled
for the first week in January.

The Historic District Commission
must pre-approve exterior work as
historically appropriate.

Bag It Right
Grass clippings, leaves, and small twigs must be bagged in biodegradable bags (such as lawn and leaf
bags from your local hardware store) – PLASTIC BAGS WILL NOT BE COLLECTED.

HDC staff can advise on
appropriateness and help with
pre-approval. Contact them early
when planning.

Instead of bagging, larger branches up to 4 feet in length and 2 inches in diameter may be bundled for
pickup.

Jennifer Ross
(313) 224-8907
RossJ@detroitmi.gov
Audra Dye
(313) 224-6543
DyeA@detroitmi.gov

Large tree debris, stumps, dirt, gravel, or sod will NOT be accepted for pickup.
Place It Right
Yard waste should be at the curb by 7 a.m. on the day of collection, but no more than 24 hours
beforehand. Curbside removal of yard waste is necessary, but piles of bags and debris make the
neighborhood look cluttered and unattractive. Additionally, according to the City of Detroit, leaving
waste on the curb at inappropriate times is a blight violation. The city can levy a fine of $100 to
$1,000per day, as well as charging for the cost of collection.
All yard waste must be placed at the curb at least six feet from other items.
The pickup of bulk trash (large items like furniture, appliances, carpeting, or mattresses) is scheduled
for the same Thursday as yard waste pickup. Both yard waste and bulk trash items can be placed at the
curb, but they must be kept separate.
Right Away?
To dispose of yard waste immediately rather than waiting for the next pickup, it can be taken to a
Detroit Public Works (DPW) drop-off location. The closest location to Boston-Edison is the Davison
Yard, located at 8221 W. Davison. Spring/summer hours are 10:30 a.m. – 6 p.m. (closed from 2:30 – 3:30
p.m.) Residents need to show a proper Detroit ID.
What If it’s Not Right?
Issues with yard waste or trash collection, including missed collection, can be reported to Advanced
Disposal through their Detroit Trash Collection website at: tinyurl.com/DetTrash or call
(844) 2-DETROIT (338764).
Want a handy calendar of the 2017 Advanced Disposal trash, bulk, recylcing, and
yard waste pick up for Boston-Edison? Go to goo.gl/RnPtuj and print it today so you’ll always
know when to put items out!

Join the Boston-Edison Radio Patrol (BERP)
Do you like the idea of a safe neighborhood? I’m guessing you said
yes! Consider volunteering for the Boston-Edison Radio Patrol
(BERP). If you can spare a few hours a month, you can help make
Boston-Edison safer, plus you can meet some great people while
you’re at it. BERP is seeking volunteers for patrol and base station
command. Training is provided and mileage is reimbursed at IRS
limits.
Learn more at historicbostonedison.org/berp.shtml or contact BERP
President Trevor Footitt at (313) 869-2757.

Connecting With Your Neighbors can Make our Neighborhood Safer
Did you know that HBEA pays for 180 hours of patrol annually? Those extra hours provide eyes on the
neighborhood during holidays and when upticks in incidences occur.
But security is much more than paid patrols. Security starts with each of us and our homes. Things as
simple as lamp timers and turning porch lights on can help deter crime – but not by themselves. One of
the best security methods is knowing your neighbors! By connecting with your neighbors you have
more eyes on your home watching for your well-being. Some block clubs within Boston-Edison
maintain a phone tree or directory with residents’ names and numbers. This enables people to reach out
if they see something suspicious or are in need. You don’t need a block club though to meet your
neighbors. You can connect with those across, and behind your home as well.
Vacant homes are also in need of good neighbors. Keeping an eye on activity and reporting blight can
help. Security is launching a new initiative in 2017 to help counter the darkness of vacant homes. You
can help by letting us know and by keeping the property tidy – pick up handbills and debris, perhaps
even plant a few flowers. Perceptions can help change reality. A potential burglar may be less likely to
strike knowing the neighbors might be watching!

Just Checking!
We want to see if you’re reading
our newsletter or not!
Send an email letting us
know what your favorite part of
this issue was to
newsletter@historicbostonedison.org
Those who let us know by
the Annual Meeting on May 31st will
be entered in to win a $50 gift card!

Interested in being a part of the Security Committee? Meetings are the third Monday of each month.
Email security@historicbostonedison.org or call the hotline at (313) 883.4360 *3
Let us know your concerns at goo.gl/4TSrY3

The Board of Directors of Historic Boston-Edison Association would like to formally thank our
members who gave at the Gilded Giver donation level noted for 2016-2017.
QUEEN ANNE

Dorothy N. Adair
Linda Beale
James L. and Cleo Hamilton
Mark Mondary and Elizabeth J. Murdoch
Michael Mowers and Gregory Sikora Mowers
Samuel and Helena Watson
Maria Worsham

ITALIANATE

Frederick Robinson and Dianne Bostic Robinson
Devon A. Hoover, M.D.
Frank Kong and Colin R. Knapp
Kevin Prihod and Mary Zatina
Terrence Willis and Fatoumata Cissoko-Willis

TUDOR

Robert J. Garvin and Harry Smith
Willie Clifford Peterson, Jr.
Jason and Karen Seaman

COLONIAL

Brittney and Rex Bengston
David L. Davis
Brent and Patricia Elazier
Kelton E. and Arletha Everett
Ernest and Charlotte Fair
Ross and Yvonne Fowler
Lorenzo Lee

Raymond and Christine Lozano
Jerald and Marilyn Mitchell
Tina Patterson
Amy Peterson and Antonio Luck
James Rodgers and Ken Yourist
Chris Schim and Mike Morgan
Dr. Carla D. Scott and Ahamed Lile

Mary and Linda Almon
Charles and Elizabeth Arnold, M.D.
Cora E. Brown
George A. and Ouida Y. Burris, Jr
Christine Crim
Tom and Teresa DeLaura
Mr and Ms Terrence Dixon
Frank and Deborah Griffith
Carole Hall

Sloan Herrick and Will Kennedy
Gregory and Rebecca Hicks
Mary Howard
Dr. June Huchingson
Aswad H. A. and Diane C. Issa
Frank P. Kaszynski and Steven Sharp
John R. Lawson
Emily Levine and Brett Willner
Katrina Lockhart

Anthony and Joseph Talocco
Gregory LaMont Thomas
Bob vanAcker
Ms Charlotte Watkins
Eresteen Williams and Donna Williams, DVM
Lawrence and Kimberly Williamson

PRAIRIE
Dan McBryde and Sylvie Ladouceur-McBryde
Andrew Moskalik and Teresa Petersen
Eleanor Oakes and Hallam Stanton
Helen Prather
Brunetta Vinson
Michelle May and Ron James
Lafayette and Brenda West

If you have not already, please consider becoming a Gilded Giver.
Your generous donations are greatly appreciated and help further the mission of Historic Boston-Edison Association.
As a 501(c)(3), all donations are tax deductible to the fullest extent allowed by law.

Our Annual Attic Sale brings
thousands of people into
Boston-Edison! Start planning your
sale now so you'll be ready for
August. Don't have that much you
want to part with? Ask your friends
and family if they want to join your
sale and make it a party! Antiques
and one-of-a-kind items have extra
appeal for our shoppers.
Registration opens soon. Check
historicbostonedison.org for more
information.
Even if you are not planning to
participate in the Attic Sale, you can
still be part of the experience by
tidying up and helping B-E shine!

Historic Boston-Edison Association Board of Directors | 2016-2017
The Historic Boston-Edison Association is dedicated to the protection and preservation of the family residential neighborhood it serves.
The geographical boundaries include West Boston and Chicago Boulevards and Longfellow and Edison Streets between Woodward
and Linwood Avenues.

Zone A | Woodward-Hamilton

Zone B | Hamilton-Rosa Parks (12th)

Zone C | Rosa Parks (12th)-Linwood

Edison Street
Patricia Jernigan

313-869-6889

Edison Street
Victoria Edwards

313-258-7930

Edison Street
Mike Morgan

313-868-0581

vedwards@historicbostonedison.org

mmorgan@historicbostonedison.org

Longfellow Street
Karen Seaman

248-227-0892

Longfellow Street
Frank Griffith

313-869-8016

Longfellow Street
Tina Patterson

313-418-1469

fgriffith@historicbostonedison.org

tpatterson@historicbostonedison.org

Chicago Boulevard
Dianne Bostic Robinson

313-477-0264

Chicago Boulevard
Kimberly Williamson

313-305-7530

dbosticrobinson@historicbostonedison.org

kwilliamson@historicbostonedison.org

W. Boston Boulevard
Michael Mowers

313-236-0433

313-305-7530

pjernigan@historicbostonedison.org

kseaman@historicbostonedison.org

Chicago Boulevard
Vacant

info@historicbostonedison.org

W. Boston Boulevard
Raymond Landsberg

313-384-5834

W. Boston Boulevard
Vacant

info@historicbostonedison.org

mmowers@historicbostonedison.org

At-Large
Larry Gaines

313-613-9279

At-Large
Debbie Iam

At-Large
Lawrence Williamson

rlandsberg@historicbostonedison.org

lgaines@historicbostonedison.org

313-980-0070

dbaldwin@historicbostonedison.org

lwilliamson@historicbostonedison.org

President Dianne Bostic Robinson; 1st Vice President Michael Mowers; 2nd Vice President Kimberly Williamson;
Secretary Tina Patterson; Treasurer Raymond Landsberg; Executive Secretary Marilyn Mitchell

B-E Connected!
Are you receiving Boston-Edison emails for neighborhood events? If not, email us and we will add you
right away! Email: bostonedison@gmail.com
Care to share on the BE Discussion Google Group? (For HBEA Dues-Paying Members) Email:
discussion-boston-edison@googlegroups.com to join or contact us at bostonedison@gmail.com and
we will add you.
Want real-time Security Alerts? (A Security Group for DSS Subsscribers) Contact the Security Committee
for information (313) 883.4360 Security *Mailbox 3

Connect with us on social media!
@BostonEdisonDet

Historic Boston-Edison Detroit

www.historicbostonedison.org

BostonEdisonDetroit

