SPRING
HAS
SPRUNG!
MAY 2021
Dates to Remember:
MAY 26
Annual Membership Meeting
JUNE 12
Concerts in Boston-Edison
Concert 1
JULY 24
Concerts in Boston-Edison
Concert 2
All dates are tentative and
subject to change.

Visit historicbostonedison.org
for additional event details!

Annual Membership Meeting and Board
d off Di
Directors
t
El
Election
ti
Wednesday, May 26, 2021 @ 7:00pm (Virtual)
More than just an election, the annual meeting highlights the accomplishments of the
Association throughout the year.
All neighbors are welcome and encouraged to attend the meeting, but voting is limited to
active members, who pay dues, and live within the District. Per the HBEA by-laws, since there
are no opposing candidates for the same Directorship, the vote shall be by voice. Please note,
this year's election process has been adjusted to accommodate the current "Stay Home" order.
Additionally, as a reminder, only two votes are allowed per household. Not current on your
dues? No worries- onsite payment will be available at registration, or pay online at
www.historicbostonedison.org/join.
List of Candidates
Zone B (Hamilton to Rosa Parks)
Longfellow - No Candidate
Zone C (Rosa Parks to Linwood)
Edison - Antionio Valenti
Longfellow - Gregory Montgomery
Chicago - Pierre Haden
W. Boston - Fatoumata Cissoko-Willis
At Large - Helen Gales
For additional information about the nomination and election processes feel free to contact
nominations@historicbostonedison.org or call 313.715.8521.

Watch your email and the HBEA website
for the link to the Annual Membership Meeting!

President’s Letter | Connecting in a time of Change
“There is nothing permanent except change.” - Heraclitus
Dear Neighbors,
We are always in Florida during several winter months, enjoying the 70-to 80-degree
weather, finding wonderful restaurants to enjoy daily, and great sites to see. My family
always fusses at me during the time away because I am using email or on the phone almost
every day addressing HBEA business or the business of my many other organizations. The
week after we returned from Florida last year, the state went into lock-down.
As you know, Michigan was in lock-down too.
Dianne Bostic Robinson
HBEA President

Mission Statement
The mission of the Historic
Boston-Edison Association is
to protect the historic
character and values of our
homes by:
• Offering programs that
support safety and
community beautification;
• Hosting events that
encourage a greater
community bond among
neighbors; and,
• Promoting culture and
civic engagement for
residents that live within
the District and beyond.

What a difference a year makes. None of us could have ever imagined that almost a year later
our everyday lives would be turned around and may be for another year, if not forever to
some degree.
As a neighborhood of people, we strive for connection with others. Your Board and your
neighbor committee volunteers continue to work for you. Our Membership Enrichment
Committee continues to explore creative ways for us to connect with each other. We hope
that you will be able to participate in these activities when you can. As the weather continues
to warm, we look forward to seeing our neighbors coming out of your homes so we can greet
you. For new neighbors, many of us like to greet you with “hi” or “hello.” We hope to receive
the same, or at least a wave back, as we strive for that neighborly connection.
Please consider how you can be a part of building upon the work of this Association to make
this one of the absolute best neighborhoods in the City. We need each one of you to see how
you can contribute in some small or large way to have an impact on this, your neighborhood.
What ideas do you have? What activity would you like to lead or join in the effort?
Remember the work of the Association is mostly done by neighbor volunteers in between our
jobs, families, houses of worship, other organizations, taking loving care of our homes, and
way too many other things to mention. If your life does not permit you to be actively
involved, we still really appreciate your presence in our activities as we connect with one
another during this time of changes in our everyday lives.
Your Servant Leader,
Dianne Bostic Robinson
HBEA President

Vision Statement
Our vision for the
Boston-Edison District is that it
remain a historic community
that is beautiful, inclusive, and
safe for neighbors and visitors.

46th Annual Holiday Home Tour
Written by Deniera Davis, Holiday Home Tour Chair
2020…. the year of uncertainties. Before this year, we had 45 years of homeowners opening
their doors to over 1,000 guests, hundreds of tour guides sharing stories of the neighborhood’s
past, docents house sitting, directions, do’s/don’ts, and together we all made our guests feel
at home in Boston-Edison.
We couldn’t imagine a year of not having a home tour. With a dynamic team of volunteers
determined to satisfy the passion of past attendees and welcome newcomers, the 46th Annual
Holiday Home Tour was a go! We launched our first ever virtual Tour and we successfully
welcomed over 700 guests from the comforts of their own homes near and far to the beautiful
Historic Boston-Edison neighborhood located in the heart of Detroit, MI.
THANK YOU for joining us and thank you to our 2020 Holiday Home Tour Committee:
Deniera Davis (Chair), Katherine Allen (Co-chair), Cassi Metl (Co-chair) Michelle May, and
Gaye Butler.
Special thanks to our creative support team: Jeremy Brockman, Cinematopher; Steve St.
Germain, Public Relations; Greg Sikora Designs, Graphic Designer.

Concerts in Boston-Edison Return This Summer
Written by Michelle May, HBEA Music Director
The year 2020 almost saw the cancellation of the Concerts in Boston-Edison series, but with
careful planning, they were held safely, giving neighbors and patrons a welcome reprieve
from the stressors of COVID-19. The musicians were also extremely grateful to have been
given an opportunity for live performance, as many of them had lost most, if not all, of their
concert income. Summer 2021 will see the return of these concerts, with the same COVID-19
precautions in place: a one-hour event with limited attendance, mask-wearing, social
distancing, no food or drink served and no access to the interiors of the home. Three concerts
will be held in the beautiful backyards of our neighbors:
Saturday, June 12 @ 7 pm | Classical Duo

Eliot Heaton, violinist and Nathaniel Pierce, cello
Rain date Sunday, June 13
Saturday, July 24 @ 7 pm | Jazz

The Vincent Chandler Trio (jazz)
Rain date Sunday, July 25
Saturday, August 21 @ 7 pm | Blues

Thornetta Davis
Rain date Sunday, August 22
Be sure to watch your emails, the Boston-Edison website and Facebook page for more details.
Tickets will go on sale May 1. Home address will be given with ticket purchase.

Fund Development Committee
Written by Dianne Bostic Robinson, Fund Development Acting Chair
Consider joining Mary Zatina, Pamela Malone, Zené Gibson, Deniera Davis, Cassi Meitl,
Michelle May, Katherine Allen, and Gaye Butler on the Fund Development Committee as they
plan fundraising events, research funding opportunities to support the work of the
Association, and other work.
Deniera, Cassi and Katherine are exploring a Garden Tour. Michelle is the chair of the Concert
Series. Zené is our only grant writer at this time. Mary and Pam are our primary grant
researchers and grant reviewers.
If we plan another virtual Holiday Home Tour for 2021, Denirea, Cassi and Katherine have
volunteered to lead this effort. The Holiday Home Tour Weekend 2022 will need volunteers to
help plan and implement the Family Caroling and Activity event, the Gala and the Sunday
Holiday Home Tour. The funds raised from the Holiday Home Tour bring in the largest
dollars to support the work of the Association.
All members also continue to look at other fundraising opportunities for HBEA. If you are
interested in joining this Committee please contact dbosticrobinson@historicbostonedison.org.

From the HBEA Archives
Written by Andrew Moskalik, Public Relations
Committee Member
When originally laid out, Voigt Park
contained a shelter in the center of the park.
The shelter was constructed in 1911 at a cost
of $1500. This photo shows the south side of
the shelter soon after it was built. In the
background are houses along Longfellow,
also under construction at the time.

WE NEED YOU...
TO WRITE FOR US!
Do you like the articles you
are reading in this
newsletter? Well they don’t
write themselves!
The Public Relations
committee is looking for folks
who like to write and have
some neighborhood stories
to tell.
We need youth writers and
artists to showcase their
writing and artistic creativity
as well.
If you are interested in being
a writer for future issues of
the HBEA newlsetter, please
send us an email letting us
know you would like to help!
PR@historicbostonedison.org

T H A N K YO U 2 0 2 0 - 2 1

GIL D ED G I VERS
QUEEN ANNE

$200+
James Simpson
Dianne Bostic & Frederick Robinson
Jack Raab & Lam Pham
Maria Worsham
Frank Kong
Anitrah Hurley
Colleen Dolan & Walter Greene, III
Jon & Vanessa Saunders
Eric Curtis & Jodie Cook

I TA L I A N AT E

$150-199
Robert Garvin & Harry Smith
Brett Reis
Ruben Ortega & Annette Guess
Devon Hoover
Linda Beale
James & Pamela Malone

New Births: Boston-Edison is growing!
Written by Cassi Meitl, Membership Committee Member
Congratulations to the parents of 16 Boston-Edison babies born in 2020 and 2021, and best
wishes to the four other sets of parents expecting this year. We can't wait to see your strollers
out and about, and look forward to welcoming the new little members at HBEA meetings and
events.
If you are not yet, but would like to be included in a group of new parents with "pandemic
babies" please join the Facebook group Boston-Edison Pandemic Babies or reach out to Cassi
Meitl at cmmeitl@gmail.com.

Boston Edison Heights
Written by James Hamilton, HBEA Past President
Most of the houses in Boston-Edison were built on the flat lowlands. A few houses, however,
were built in the Heights. Longfellow between Second and Third cuts through the Heights,
which are most clearly seen in the embankments on both sides of the Longfellow Cut.

TUDOR

$100-149
Timothy & Kelli Shaheen
Lorenzo Lee
Charlotte Fair
Marc Hudson
Leonard & Patricia Pickett
Dwan & Shadona McCrary
Raymond Landsberg
John Scott & Dr. Sherryl Hinton Scott
Charles & Dr. Elizabeth Arnold
Amy Peterson
James & Mary Stevens
Sarah M. Gibson & Lauren M. Gibson

The South Slope of the Heights rises out of Voigt Park. The summit of the Heights roughly is
the alley between Longfellow and Chicago, which is entered via steep ramps on both ends.

COLONIAL

$50-99
Cole & Katherine Allen
Eric Vaughn/Dr. Durene Elem
Carole Hall
Walton & Michelle May & Ron James
Rufus & Beverly Davis
Tom & Teresa DeLaura
Habtewold Dadi
John R. Lawson
Kelton & Arletha Walton
George Stamplis
Chris Schim
Justin & Jennifer Faifer
Harris & Laverne Blow
Andrew G. McLemore Sr.
Brent & Patricia Elazier
Karen Brown
Yvonne Fowler
Katrina Lockhart
Carolyn & Mac Billups

Continued on page 6

The houses on the south side of Chicago are on the Heights. The North Slope of the Heights
was excavated away during the construction of Chicago Boulevard.
The Heights slope away to the west just
beyond Third Avenue.
A local geographic curiosity for your
amusement and edification.

Past & Future HBEA Events
Written by Fatoumata Cissoko-Willis, Membership Committee Vice-Chair
Membership Committee hosted the first ever Virtual Happy
Hour, “Let’s Unthaw!” with DJ Invisible providing live music,
sing along and shout outs during the night. Resident attendees
engaged in lively conversations, dancing, competitive games and
won prizes of $25, $15 and $10!
Chicago Boulevard won the bragging rights competition for the
most attendees of any streets represented in Boston-Edison. They
expressed their full intentions to win again for the next Virtual
Happy Hour on April 22nd.
The night was closed out with laughter, expressions of
appreciation and dancing as DJ Invisible jammed us out with a great playlist of songs!
The Membership Committee will be hosting another Virtual Happy Hour “Jump into Spring”
on April 22nd, 7pm-8pm EDT with DJ Invisible and a whole lot of expected fun, games and
laughter.
April 2nd to April 4th, residents enjoyed the “HBEA Walking
Easter Egg Hunt” as children excitedly looked for decorated homes
throughout our community. All the children received special
Easter Treats on April 3rd, 12 noon until 2:00 p.m. We want to
thank all the residents who participated by making their homes
into Easter Bunny wonders for the children and volunteers (Amy P.
and Betsy M.) for coordinating the event which made the event a
success!

VIRTUAL HAPPY HOUR
WINNERS!

Oktoberfest - In October 2020, Boston-Edison residents enjoyed the
annual fall event, Oktoberfest, while observing social distancing
and health guidelines. This year’s event was family friendly and
added an entertaining PG Movie for entertainment. Those in
attendance had a grand time eating, singing, and catching up with
neighbors.
First Attendee - $25 Prize
Linda Almon

HBEA Security/Zoning Committee
Written by Pierre Haden, Security/Zoning Chair
The HBEA Security/Zoning Committee is working to make our neighborhood safe. The
HBEA Security/Zoning Committee will be partnering with law enforcement to counterthe
reckless speeding problem that has plagued our community for way too long. We are
encouraging all of our residents to take pictures of cars and license plates when catching them
speeding down any of our streets. Please email all pictures to
security@historicbostonedison.org; your identity will be kept confidential.
Also, illegal dumping is on the rise in the City of Detroit and in our neighborhood. If HBEA
residents can keep an eye on unoccupied homes and alley corners where a majority of all
illegal dumping has taken place, it will reduce this nuisance that has afflicted our district in
the past. Please report all illegal dumping as soon as you spot it as to address the issue in real
time. The HBEA Security/Zoning Committee looks forward to working collaboratively with
district residents to make our community as safe as it should be. Please reach out to me
directly with any issues and/or concerns you may have regarding zoning or security issues
within Boston-Edison. Have a safe and enjoyable summer.

Game 1 Winner - $15 Prize
Margaret Henige

Game 2 Winner - $10 Prize
Spencer Lucker

Membership Dues Increase & New Fiscal Year
Written by Fatoumata Cissoko-Willis, Membership Committee Vice-Chair
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continued...

PRAIRIE

$10-49
Brenda & Lafayette West
Judith & John Covert Sisung
Gregory & Monique Homan
Kevin & Megan Armstrong
Walter & Deborah Harvill
Geoffrey & Bree Cullum
Byron & Shaniece Osbern
Helen McBriede Prather
Sylvie Ladouceur & Dan McByyde
Rev. Darnell & Marie McCrary
Dr. Akosua Barthwell Evans
Ron Thompson & Christine Bossier
Ronald Clark
Nathan & Alice Howard
Jack & Andrea Seavitt
Zene Gibson
Ronald Clark & Sharon Myers
Frank P. Kaszynski & Steven Sharp
Deniera Davis
Mary Howard
Bennett Patience & Osiah
Elma Peddy
Frank & Deborah Griffith
Laura Miller
Cora E. Brown
Eleanor Oaks & Halam Stanton

The Membership Committee would like to remind residents that the previously $40 annual
membership dues have officially increased to $60 beginning the new fiscal year May 1, 2021 –
April 31, 2022. The dues increase will continue to help support the events, services and
activities made available to residents and the HBEA community. You can pay your dues and
donate at www.historicbostonedison.org.
Whether you are renewing your dues or paying for the first time; your contribution supports
Boston-Edison with a number of benefits, noted below, which makes our community a
premier neighborhood to live in.
•
•
•
•
•
•

PUBLIC SAFETY: Collecting speed data to LEVERAGE our voices with the city for
HOLIDAY DECORATIONS on ALL light poles, the gateways and HBEA signage
ORGANIZED COMMUNITY CLEAN UPS of ALL the Boston-Edison Community
BI-WEEKLY CLEAN-UPS of high traffic areas
BEAUTIFICATION of the flowerbeds,
COMMUNITY EVENTS: increased focus on children events, Oktoberfest, Holiday
Home Tour, House Concerts, Summer Concerts, and more…
• Leveraging our voices with the City for:
- ALL alleys cleaned by the city west of the Lodge;
- ALL alleys scheduled to be cleaned East of the Lodge in 2021;
- Daffodils planted by the city in Voigt Park and All of the boulevards;
- $25,000 funding award for tree health and maintenance of Voigt Park from
Wayne County facilitated by the late Jewel Ware, County Commissioner
As you consider your contribution as a HBEA resident, please also consider becoming a
Gilded Giver by donating over and beyond membership dues.

The Princess of W. Boston Boulevard
Written by Zaundra A. Wimberley
Its 6:05 p.m. and just like the predictability of an old Timex Miss Imani quickly darts off her
front steps on W. Boston Blvd for her evening stroll. The first time I saw her strut, the song
“I’m Coming Out” by Diana Ross rang in my head. Miss Imani, known in my household as
the Princess is just over 3 pounds, which is standard in the world of Chihuahuas. A native
Detroiter with a proud Mexican Heritage indicated by her erect ears, round apple shaped
head and luminescent brown eyes she is splendid! She prances along the sidewalk toward
Woodrow Wilson every day at this time modeling the finest of doggie sweaters to protect her
from the evening chill. Her tiny legs appear to move quickly as she makes her way to the
corner – sniffing and looking for that sweat spot to leave her mark.
Miss Imani is dainty and persnickety as Princesses can be. She chooses who she acquaints
herself with and there are only a few of us neighbors that she will even acknowledge. She will
warmly great the kids and I if she is accompanied by Momma Michelle (Michelle May – her
walker). She will run towards us, sniff and lean down for a pick-up. She will linger as we talk
to her and about how wonderful she is. She basks in the compliments and has to be carried
home on occasion. All of the glorious comments and petting requires such royal treatment.
She is exhausted from all of the fanfare. Oh, but The Princess has another side. A rather
snooty one. If she is accompanied on her evening stroll by her Papa (Ron) she totally ignores
us! My calls and the whistles of the kids won’t even warrant a brief head turn by Princess
Imani. I surmise that she has no time to waste when Papa is home, like most kids can be when
they spend precious time with their fathers. She is unfazed when we yell “Imani! You don’t
know us?” We laugh and change her name on those days to Snooty Booty. Nevertheless,
whether she is Miss Imani, The Princess or Snooty Booty she owns the block and the corner
when she walks by, just like Diana Ross in the movie Mahogany. She dances to her own tune
and the world around her is just the beat. We have come to accept her for the particular pup
that she is. The Princess of West Boston Boulevard.

NEIGHBOR NEWS
Gone But Not Forgotten
• Millard Ivy Porterico | The Longfellow Block Club Woodward-Second regretfully reports
the passing of our neighbor Millard Ivy Porterico, husband of Ivy Porterico. Millard was a
soft spoken neighbor who during his prime danced with the Clifford Fears Dance Troupe
and along with Ivy brought live performances of theater and poetry to Detroit.
• Janet Dawson | Our cherished long time former neighbor Janet Dawson passed away.
Janet was wonderful neighbor and a retired educator who was a resident of the district
since 1974. Janet was a graduate of the University of Michigan who was active in the block
club for years.

News to share?
Has a baby been born?
Did you get engaged
or married?
Did you just move in and
want to introduce yourself?

• Arthur Austin | Mr. Arthur Austin passed away on March 6 at the age of 87. He was a
long-time resident of Boston-Edison, having first moved in in the 1950s. Mr. Austin was
active in the neighborhood and on his block, serving as president of the 1400/1500 Edison
block club for many years. He will be sorely missed by his neighbors.

Did you or a family
member do something
awesome?

• Wanda Carter-Davis | The West Boston Boulevard Block Club Association is saddened to
share the news of the passing of Wanda Carter-Davis. Wanda was an amazing woman
with a big personality and an even bigger laugh. She served on the WBBBCA Board as our
Treasurer and was Head Teller for HBEA for many years. Wanda will be missed dearly by
the community.

We’re looking for news
from you to share with
your neighbors!
Send an email to
newsletter@historicbostonedison.org

LET US KNOW!

Historic Boston-Edison Association Board of Directors | 2020-2021 Directory
Zone A | Woodward-Hamilton

Zone B | Hamilton-Rosa Parks (12th)

Zone C | Rosa Parks (12th)-Linwood

W. Boston Boulevard
Ekundayo Ojumu

W. Boston Boulevard
Erik Hill

W. Boston Boulevard
Fatoumata Cissoko-Willis

ehill@historicbostonedison.org

fcissokowillis@historicbostonedison.org

Chicago Boulevard
Katherine Brummel

Chicago Boulevard
Dianne Bostic Robinson

Chicago Boulevard
Pierre Haden

dbosticrobinson@historicbostonedison.org

phaden@historicbostonedison.org

Longfellow Street
Patricia Pickett

Longfellow Street
Vacant

Longfellow Street
Gregory Montgomery

info@historicbostonedison.org

gmontgomery@historicbostonedison.org

Edison Street
Jack Raab

Edison Street
Jessica Care Moore

Edison Street
Antonio Valenti

jcaremoore@historicbostonedison.org

avalenti@historicbostonedison.org

At-Large
Gaye Butler

At-Large
Deniera Davis

At-Large
Felecia Pryor

eojumu@historicbostonedison.org

kallen@historicbostonedison.org

ppickett@historicbostonedison.org

jraab@historicbostonedison.org

gbutler@historicbostonedison.org

ddavis@historicbostonedison.org

fpryor@historicbostonedison.org

President Dianne Bostic Robinson; 1st Vice President Pierre Haden; 2nd Vice President Patricia Pickett;
Secretary Deniera Davis; Treasurer Katherine Brummel

Historic Boston-Edison Association
PO Box 02100
Detroit, MI 48202

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING &
2021 HBEA BOARD ELECTIONS
MAY 26 @ 7PM

www. hi sto r i c b o stoned i son.org | #B ED e t roi t
Historic Boston-Edison Detroit

@BostonEdisonDet

BostonEdisonDetroit

