Annual Picnic In The Park
Saturday, August 27, 2016
1:00pm - 5:00pm in Voigt Park
(Rain or shine!)
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Join us for an afternoon filled with food, prizes, a pooch parade, youth activities and of
course, your neighbors at this year's Picnic In The Park! We are so excited to welcome all
of the new neighbors in Boston-Edison and encourage you to come meet them!
HBEA will provide hamburgers, hot dogs, basic
side dishes and beverages. You are welcome to
bring a dessert. Additionally, cash donations are
accepted to help cover food costs.

Dates To Remember:
AUG 6
SOUNDS OF MUSIC:

Summer Jazz Party

AUG 6 & 7
BOSTON-EDISON ATTIC SALE

AUG 27
ANNUAL PICNIC IN THE PARK

SEP 15

MEMBERSHIP HAPPY HOUR EVENT

OCT 1
SOUNDS OF MUSIC:

Folk-Rock

Show your STREET SPIRIT! A little friendly
competition to see which street - Boston, Chicago,
Longfellow or Edison - has the most participants
or ‘Spirit’ at the picnic! Come one, come all!
We’re bringing back the POOCH PARADE* Parade will begin promptly at 1:00. Dogs MUST
be on a leash and walked by an adult. All
participants will be entered into a raffle for a
Doggy Prize. Awards given to: Best Dressed
(bows, outfits), Most Creative Trick or Talent, and
Best Treat Catcher.
Attending the picnic is also a good time to pay your dues if you haven’t done so and learn
more about getting involved in our committees. Speaking of, to volunteer to help with the
picnic either before hand or the day of, leave a message on the hotline (313) 883-4360 or
email kseaman@historicbostonedison.org or dbosticrobinson@historicbostonedison.org.
We hope to see you there!

PICNIC ACTIVITIES

Volunteers Needed:
To assist with any of our
upcoming events:
> 313.883.4360 ext 2
bostonedison@gmail.com

@ 1:00

Picnic Begins: Neighbors begin to gather, Tent is up near West end
of the park, Music is on, Bounce House is jumping, Pooch Parade
begins!

@ 1:30

Firetruck visits the kids, New Neighbor Roundtable (a casual chat
with new neighbors to welcome them and answer any questions)

@ 2:00

Welcome and Board Introductions—First Raffle (more every hour)

@ 2:30-3:30

Food is served

@

3:30-5:00

Bingo, Dancing, Organized Youth Activities, and more!

*After this event, consider returning your dog back home. Please be a responsible dog owner and be
mindful of your dog’s tolerance with other dogs and people. We want this to be a safe and friendly event.
The Boston-Edison Association cannot be held responsible for any injuries that may occur.

From the HBEA President

Dianne Bostic Robinson

Dear Neighbors,
I am honored and humbled to be elected
president of the Historic Boston-Edison
Association. As a resident for more than 36
years, I have many fond memories of our past
and I am excited about our future and about
knowing that working together we will create
even many more fond memories.
Thank you to Debbie Baldwin for her two
years of service as our president. Building on
all of the positive things from her term and
that of our other past presidents’ leadership, I
hope to continue to work with you and our
Board in making our neighborhood one of
the best in Detroit.
As a servant leader it is my desire to serve
each and every one of you. It is my hope that
together we will develop a shared vision and
goals for the Association. By the time you
read this the Board will have held a retreat to
draft these. Of course your input is important
and will be sought.
I am excited to be working with board
members who are equally committed to our
neighborhood in making it the best. It
reminds me of a quote that says "Together we

achieve more.” Thank you to those of
you who have joined committees and
volunteered in so many ways for the
Association. Your work is gratefully
appreciated. Please join us, if you have
not done so, by taking an active part in
the Association in whatever capacity
you can, on a committee, volunteering
for an hour at an event, or even if it is to
send board members your well wishes
and thoughts.
Also remember to call our Committee
chairs with any thoughts or ideas you
may have to improve the neighborhood.
A part of our general membership
meetings may include guest speakers
from time to time, to inform us of issues
that can have an impact on our
neighborhood, so please let us know of
a topic you would like included or
possible guest speakers.
You could have lived anywhere, but
you chose to live here. We are lucky to
have you.
Your Servant Leader,
Dianne

“Sounds of Music” Summer Jazz Party
THE ZAMAR JAZZ BAND - SATURDAY,
AUG. 6, 2016 7:30 p.m.
Our popular annual summer
jazz party will be a high-energy
affair with the jazz/gospel group
the Zamar Jazz Band! This sixmember ensemble has been a
regional favorite since 1997 with
its funky arrangements of jazz,
funk and gospel tunes and jazzy,
funky originals. Led by
saxophonist Marlin Baker, this
group has performed locally at
Arts, Beats and Eats, Baker's
Keyboard Lounge, the Charles
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H. Wright Museum of African-American
History, MGM Grand and Motor City
Casinos, and at the Columbus,
Ohio, "Ribs and Soul" Festival,
among many other venues.
Summer-themed food and drink to
be served. Weather permitting,
this concert will be held outside
under a tent in the host’s backyard
area. Tickets are $45 which
includes the concert, food and
drink. Home address will be
provided with ticket purchase.
Purchase tickets at
historicbostonedison.org.
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Meet your Zone A Directors
According to the HBEA Bylaws, directors are voted on in a serial fashion. This year, Zone A
(Woodward to Hamilton) director positions were up for election. We are pleased to present
the leadership for Zone A.
Boston: Raymond Landsberg, a lifelong Michigan resident, was elected to a three-year
position, his first on the HBEA Board. He is an eight-year resident of Boston-Edison. He has
worked for the past 15 years for U.S. Ecology, an environmental company. In his spare
time, he enjoys gardening, home restoration and all things Detroit.
Chicago: Andrea Seavitt was elected to a three-year position. She has been involved in
many HBEA events for years. She taught college mathematics for 43 years and retired from
full-time teaching in 2013 from Henry Ford College. She moved into Boston-Edison in 1971
with her husband, Jack and their two children. She volunteers two days a week in the DIA
Museum Shop adding merchandise to the web store and is an active member of the Chicago
Boulevard East Block Club.

MEMBERSHIP
COMMITTEE
HBEA Happy
Hours are held
every other
month and are
a great opportunity to
connect with neighbors in
a fun local venue. Join us
September 15th, location
TBD. Check the website.

Longfellow: Karen Seaman was re-elected to a three-year position. Most people know
Karen as the force behind the newsletter. She and her Community Relations Committee are
involved in almost every event HBEA sponsors, all of our social media, website and most
every communication you read about in our neighborhood. She and her husband moved to
Boston-Edison in 2008 and when they are not visiting Detroit’s eateries or events, they enjoy
the serenity of their backyard koi pond and garden.
Edison: Patti Jernigan was re-elected to a three-year position. Patti's family has lived in the
neighborhood since 1962. You probably have seen Patti at every event. Her leadership of
the Zoning Committee taps just a few of her many organizational talents.
At-Large: Larry Gaines is a lifelong Detroiter. His wife and youngest son have lived in
Boston-Edison since Feb of 2012 on Longfellow between Second & Woodward. He has
provided leadership for a very active Block Club, has served on several HBEA Committees
(PR, security, home tour), currently serves on the Finance committee and was one of the five
show houses on the 2015 Holiday Home Tour. Larry has worked with the mayoral staff on
the first Boston-Edison home auction. He looks forward to serving the rapidly changing
needs of our dynamic and growing community.
Please take the time to get to know your directors!

“Thanks for the memories!” Annual Attic Sale
One of the most anticipated events of the summer in Detroit is the Historic Boston-Edison
Attic Sale taking place August 6 & 7 from 9am—4pm. Just think, curbside antiques, furniture
(vintage & new), books, appliances, tools, paintings, and so much more, spread out over 36
blocks of the breathtaking beauty of Boston-Edison. Be a part of it in one or both ways:
(1) Free up your garage, basement and/or attic of what has become clutter for
you but "treasure" to another and earn money while doing it. Simply fill out the
enclosed form and return it along with your fee by August 1st. Your fee offsets
the cost of advertising, signs, copies of the map, participating homes, and other
promotional activities.
(2) Shop till you drop with friends and family and have a great time!

`
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ZONING
COMMITTEE

Improve Detroit? Improve Boston-Edison!
See a problem? Report a problem and
improve Boston-Edison for everyone!
The City of Detroit has introduced a new
mobile app and website tool called
Improve Detroit, which allows Detroit
residents to easily report nonemergency
issues directly to the city. And (this is new!)
city employees will respond to your report
quickly! You can report issues from your
home computer or your mobile phone, and
you can report anonymously.

3. You can add an explanation to help
city employees understand the problem.
4. You can add contact information, and
remain anonymous (i.e., your contact
information is kept private) if you wish.
5. You can create an account or report as
a guest. We suggest you report as a guest
the first time (you will have to give just
your email); then, if you like this process,
you can create an account for future
reports.

What Can Be Reported?

Report from your phone
To report using a mobile phone, first
download the free Improve Detroit app.
1. Go to the App Store (for iPhone) or
Google Play (for Android devices) and
find the Improve Detroit app from
SeeClickFix.
2. The app will first ask whether or not
you wish to make an account. We
suggest you report as a guest the first
time (you will have to give just your
email); then, if you like this process, you
can create an account for future reports.
3. After this, there is an option to report
the issue and the location
4. You can add any other additional
details to help city employees understand
the problem.
5. You can also easily upload a photo,
and use the location information from
your phone.
6. You can add contact information, and
remain anonymous (i.e., your contact
information is kept private) as you wish.

You can currently report the following
nonemergency issues:
Water and sewerage
•Clogged drain
•Fire hydrant issue
•Manhole cover issue
•Running water in a house or building
•Water main break
Waste and dumping
•Illegal dumping/illegal dump site
•Curbside solid waste issue
•Dead animal removal

B-E Trivia: He
was born in 1904,
and graduated from
the University of
Michigan with a medical
degree in 1930. He spent his
career as a surgeon at Grace
and Providence hospitals, and
as chief surgeon at Parkside.
In 1955, he won a seat on the
Detroit School Board, the first
African-American to do so. He
held the seat until his death
in 1970, spending much of
the time as the Board's
president. He also served as
president of the Detroit
Urban League. He lived at
664 Chicago Boulevard in the
1950s and 1960s. His son
and daughter-in-law (who was
recently elected BostonEdison Association President)
still reside in Boston-Edison.
Who is he? (Answer on p. 6)
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Street issues
•Traffic signs
•Traffic signals
•Street light pole down
•Potholes
Other
•Abandoned vehicles
•Residential snow removal
•Tree
This list has been growing, so more issues
may be reportable in the future.
Report from your Computer
You can report an issue from your home
computer or laptop.
1. Go to Detroit’s Improve Detroit page at:
http://tinyurl.com/ImprDetr.
2. Follow the instructions to report the
issue and the location.

Collaborate with the City
In addition to letting residents report
nonemergency issues, Improve Detroit
also allows residents to see what other
issues have been reported in the
neighborhood and to add comments on
particular issues. Following issues in the
neighborhood ensures the City is held
responsible for addressing these issues,
so becoming involved benefits the whole
neighborhood.

SUMMER 2016

To comment or follow issues, you must create a ClickFix account. You can create an account
through your phone app, or online at https://seeclickfix.com/detroit. With an account you
can receive status updates, and keep track of and comment on all issues in the neighborhood.
You can also sign up for a watch area, where progress on issues in the neighborhood will
automatically be reported to you.

Many of you may
remember that we used
to mail dues notices. By
placing the notice in
the newsletter (last 2
pages) we are saving
postage. We are
grateful for your
donation and use it to
fund our HBEA
initiatives!

Annual meeting recap
On May 25, at the HBEA annual Membership Meeting neighbors learned about board finances and activities of the past year, as well as upcoming events and committee initiatives. Further, HBEA held its annual election and welcomed two new board members, Raymond
Landsberg (Zone A, Boston) and Andrea Seavitt (Zone A, Chicago)!
The meeting included a robust panel discussion regarding the Special Assessment District
Ordinance in Detroit. To provide insight and information on this subject, Maurice Telesford,
Sherwood Forest Association President, and Kim Tandy, City of Detroit District 2
Manager, discussed their knowledge and experience of the process. The HBEA
Board understands that while this is a controversial issue, we wanted to present
impartial information on this new development for the benefit of our membership.
Finally, a big thank you to all the neighbors who attended, including first-time
dues payers and those renewing for 2016-2017. As always, our collective success
depends on your continued support.

G OT

THE FEVER FOR HOME IMPROVEMENTS ? D O IT RIGHT THE FIRST TIME !
H ISTORIC D ISTRICT C OMMISSION

HDC must pre-approve exterior work as historically appropriate. www.historicbostonedison.org/pres5.shtml
HDC staff can advise on appropriateness and help with pre-approval. Contact them early when planning.
Jennifer Ross | (313) 224-8907 | Rossj@detroitmi.gov; Audra Dye | (313) 224-6543 | DyeA@detroitmi.gov
Ask HBEA for help: zoning@historicbostonedison.org or (313) 883-4360*4.
`
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Congratulations to Dr. Wanda Shurney
In June, Boston Boulevard resident Dr. Wanda Shurney was formally
installed to her new appointment to the Sickle Cell Advisory Committee by
the National Heart, Lung and Blood Institute, a branch of the National
Institute of Health. The 15-member committee sets goals and policy for
ways to address national policy around sickle cell disease. Dr. Shurney, a
physician at Children’s Hospital of Michigan in the Detroit Medical Center,
and her father before her (Dr. Charles Whitten), has been on the front lines of the fight against
sickle cell disease for almost 50 years.
To find out more about the work of the Sickle Cell Disease Association of America, Michigan
Chapter (of which Dr. Shurney is CEO and Medical Director) go to www.scdaami.org.

BEAUTIFICATION
COMMITTEE

Help beautify Boston-Edison
There are 3 things that you can do to help keep our neighborhood beautiful!
1.

Keep your portion of the alley and curbs clean

2.

Volunteer to water the flower beds (1 or 2 times per week – depending on weather)

3.

Spruce up your exterior just in time for all our Annual Attic Sale guests this August

Please contact your zone representative if you can help or have questions. You can also
email us at beautification@historicbostonedison.org.
WHAT’S HAPPENING ON YOUR BLOCK? Email: newsletter@historicbostonedison.org

Historic Boston-Edison Association Board of Directors (May 2016-2017)
The Historic Boston-Edison Association was founded in 1921 and is dedicated to the protection and preservation of the
family residential neighborhood it serves. The geographic boundaries include West Boston and Chicago Boulevards and
Longfellow and Edison Avenues between Woodward and Linwood Avenues.
Zone A Woodward-Hamilton

Zone B Hamilton-Rosa Parks (12th)

Zone C Rosa Parks-Linwood

Edison Avenue
Patricia Jernigan
869-6889
Longfellow Street
Karen Seaman
248-227-0892
Chicago Boulevard
Andrea Seavitt
867-5136
West Boston Boulevard
Raymond Landsberg
384-5834
At Large
Larry Gaines
613-9279

Edison Avenue
Victoria Edwards
Longfellow Street
Frank Griffith
Chicago Boulevard
Dianne Bostic Robinson
West Boston Boulevard
Kimberly Howard
At Large
Debbie Baldwin

Edison Avenue
Mike Morgan
Longfellow Street
Tina Patterson
Chicago Boulevard
Kimberly Williamson
West Boston Boulevard
Michael Mowers
At Large
Lawrence Williamson

258-7930
869-8016
477-0264
433-4996
980-0070

868-0581
418-1469
305-7530
236-0433
305-7530

President Dianne Bostic Robinson; 1st Vice President Michael Mowers; 2nd Vice President Kimberly Williamson;
Secretary Tina Patterson; Treasurer Michael Morgan; Executive Secretary Marilyn Mitchell

Trivia Answer: Dr. Remus G. Robinson
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Historic Boston-Edison Association
Membership and Gilded Giving Donation Form
Instructions:
Complete the Membership Questions and Household Membership Dues and Gilding Giving form below. All
information provided will help HBEA better serve the community. Please print legibly.
Please tell us about your household:
Name(s): _________________________________________________________________________________
Street Address: ____________________________________________________________________________
Email(s):___________________________________________________________________________________
Home Phone: (______) ________-_____________ Cell Phone: (______) ________-_____________
Household Size (include yourself): ____________

Number of children under 18? ________

May we contact you about getting involved with HBEA?

□ Yes

To keep updated on HBEA activities, do you prefer (rank 1, 2, 3): ___ Email ___ Website ___ Print Newsletter
HBEA Household Membership Dues and Gilded Giving
Current year: May 1, 2016 to April 30, 2017

$

40.00

Forgot to pay dues last year? You can include it here! ($40.00)
$
Be a Gilded Giver! (see below) ☐Check here for your Gilded Giving donation to be anonymous.
$
Total Enclosed $
RETURN ABOVE PORTION WITH PAYMENT

Please make checks payable to Historic Boston-Edison Association and mail to:
HBEA, P.O. Box 02100, Detroit, MI 48202 or pay online at historicbostonedison.org/member.shtml.

Have you considered becoming a Gilded Giver?
While membership dues are vital to the health of
our neighborhood, much more can be done to
beautify and maintain Boston-Edison. Gilded Giver
donations help to improve and enhance the quality
of life in Boston-Edison for existing residents and
attract new residents that value the historic beauty
and sense of community in our neighborhood.
You can join the HBEA Gilded Givers by making a
donation of $10 or more in addition to the $40
annual membership dues. Please consider giving.

Gilded Giving donation levels include:
QUEEN ANNE
ITALIANATE
TUDOR
COLONIAL
PRAIRIE

$200 or more
$150 to $199
$100 to $149
$ 50 to $99
$ 10 to $49

(Note: Gilded Giving donation levels do not include $40
current year contribution, but are in addition to.)

Historic Boston-Edison Association is a 501c(3) nonprofit organization.
Donations are fully tax deductible. Thank you for your support!

Historic Boston-Edison Association
Membership and Gilded Giving Donation Form

About the Historic Boston-Edison Neighborhood Association
The history of Boston-Edison, its architecture, and the sense of community that we have all grown to love is
unmatched by other Detroit neighborhoods. While these features make Boston-Edison special, the most
important feature of this neighborhood is you, our residents. The Historic Boston-Edison Association works to
maintain and strengthen the fabric of our neighborhood by connecting you to your neighbors, keeping you
informed about issues that impact Boston-Edison, and organizing events that draw new residents and help
improve the health of our neighborhood.
While the Historic Boston-Edison Association is doing wonderful work to keep our neighborhood connected and
beautiful, the Association is dependent on your participation and support.
By joining the Association, you are supporting organization of the annual Holiday Home Tour, The Sounds of Music
House Concert Series, Picnic in the Park and other events that bring neighbors together. You are making the
publication of the Historic Boston-Edison Newsletter possible and keeping Security a priority. Perhaps most
importantly, you are ensuring that you have a voice in the direction of our neighborhood and the Association has
the resources it needs to continue to advocate on behalf of the interests of Boston-Edison residents. Our HBEA
Board of Directors is elected by the Association members.
Help us preserve what makes this neighborhood a great place to live.
Join the Historic Boston-Edison Association today!
If you are unable to pay your $40 dues at this time, but would like to be included on our email updates, please
complete and return this form. We may contact you in the future about becoming an active member.

B-E Connected!
Are you receiving Boston-Edison Emails for neighborhood events? If not, email us and we will add you right
away! Email: bostonedison@gmail.com
Care to share on the BE Discussion Google Group? (For HBEA Dues-Paying Members) Email: discussionboston-edison@googlegroups.com to join or contact us at bostonedison@gmail.com and we will add you.
Want real-time Security Alerts? (A Security Google Group for DSS Subscribers) Contact the Security
Committee for information (313) 883-4360 Security *Mailbox 3

Historic Boston-Edison Detroit

bostonedisondetroit

@BostonEdisonDet

